Take care of your vehicle’s

battery and boost visibility
after dark with our top buys

BATTERY CHARGERS ¢,

MUCH more than the kit you drag out when you’ve left your lights on — top chargers
also condition the battery and keep rarely used cars ready to go. We pick the best.

WINNER
CTEK Multi XS3600

PRICE: £49.95

CTEK
01380 722621
www.ctek.com

WHY ITWON: A

shift in pricing

meant the always

excellent CTEK took

its first victory in this

category. Competitors are

largely more expensive, and the clever XS3600
really lives up to its description as a smart charger,
reviving batteries from low levels, and then carefully
maintaining them once they’re up to full strength.

COMMENDED [T/}

Black & Decker
BDV1084

Black and Decker
01753 511234
blackanddecker.co.uk

WHY WE RATE IT:

Great alternative to

our champ. For £10

more, it offers faster

charging and a 10-amp

output to CTEK’s 3.6 amps.

We also like the long power

and charging cables, with their built-in
storage, plus comprehensive, useful
battery and alternator testing modes.

COMMENDED
Ring RSC4

PRICE: £37.98

RING
0113 213 2000
ringautomotive.co.uk

WHYWERATEIT: — g

Forthoseona

budget, Ring’s

take on a CTEK-

style chargeris

well worth a look.

As with our champion, it includes a

hard wire kit, and on paper should be
more effective. But in practice, it was a
little slower than the Multi XS3600, and
its conditioning cycle isn’t as sophisticated
- although it certainly gets the job done.

BULBS ¢

SEEING is believing! Decent headlamp bulbs can be the difference between having a crash and avoiding one.
Every year, makers claim improved illumination — so we rated 30 in the light tunnel to find out which deliver.

WINNER

Philips X-treme Power
PRICE: £27.95 a pair

PHILIPS
01293 776774
www.,philips.com

WHY IT WON: Rivals claim to illuminate
the road better, but in the light
tunnel Philips’ plus 80 per cent
still ruled in our H7 bulb test.
Drivers get extra light 75 metres
up the road, just where they
need it, due to a super-bright
filament. Clever engineering
ensures this doesn’t affect the
bulb’s life too severely. Brilliant.
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COMMENDED [[[T]]
Philips VisionPlus [l

PRODUCT
PRICE: £24.95

PHILIPS
01293 776774
www.philips.com

WHY WE RATE IT: Another win
for the Dutch multi-
national, this time in
the plus 50 per cent
category — Philips
really shows the way
in the H7 bulbs class.
Products promising
much more light on
the road were left in
the shade by its beam
rating. Top quality.

COMMENDED
Ring Autobulbs

PRICE: £13.98

RING
0713 213 2000
www.ringautomotive.co.uk

WHY WE RATE IT: Performance bulbs
come at a cost — and if you can’t stretch
to Philips’ finest, these KX-made Ring
standard bulbs
provide a good
alternative. The
beam rating puts
them just shy of
those promising
plus 30 per cent
more light, and at
a decent price.
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